CRC and CEDAW articles that are relevant to each of the Facts for Life chapters

This is a collection of articles from the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), which pertain to the different Facts for Life chapter topics.  This listing was assembled by UNICEF, Division of Policy and Planning. 

1) Timing births: 
CEDAW Article 16 
1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in all matters relating to marriage and family relations and in particular shall ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women: 
(e) The same rights to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their children and to have access to the information, education and means to enable them to exercise these rights; 

2) Safe Motherhood: 
- according to CRC Article 24 (2d) States Parties shall pursue full implementation of the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health by ensuring "apporpriate pre-natal and post-natal health care for mothers"
CEDAW Article 12 
1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in the field of health care in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, access to health care services, including those related to family planning. 
2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph I of this article, States Parties shall ensure to women appropriate services in connection with pregnancy, confinement and the post-natal period, granting free services where necessary, as well as adequate nutrition during pregnancy and lactation. 

3) Child Development
- CRC Article 6(2) ("States Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and development of the child."), 
- CRC Article 23(3) (Children with disabilities): 
"Recognizing the special needs of a disabled child, assistance extended in accordance with paragraph
2 of the present article shall be provided free of charge, whenever possible, taking into account the
financial resources of the parents or others caring for the child, and shall be designed to ensure that
the disabled child has effective access to and receives education, training, health care services,
rehabilitation services, preparation for employment and recreation opportunities in a manner conducive
to the child's achieving the fullest possible social integration and individual development, including his
or her cultural and spiritual development."
- CRC Article 27(1): "States Parties recognize the right of every child to a standard of living adequate for the child's
physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development."
27(2): "The parent(s) or others responsible for the child have the primary responsibility to secure, within
their abilities and financial capacities, the conditions of living necessary for the child's development."
- CRC Article 29 (1a)
"1. States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to:
(a) The development of the child's personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest
potential;"
- CRC Article 32 (1)
"1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to be protected from economic exploitation and from
performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child's education, or to be
harmful to the child's health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development."

CEDAW Article
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures: 
(b) To ensure that family education includes a proper understanding of maternity as a social function and the recognition of the common responsibility of men and women in the upbringing and development of their children, it being understood that the interest of the children is the primordial consideration in all cases.

4) Breastfeeding
CRC Article 24 (2e)
1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of
health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health. States Parties shall
strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right of access to such health care services.
2. States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particular, shall take appropriate
measures:
(e) To ensure that all segments of society, in particular parents and children, are informed, have
access to education and are supported in the use of basic knowledge of child health and nutrition, the
advantages of breastfeeding, hygiene and environmental sanitation and the prevention of accidents;

CEDAW Article 12
2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph I of this article, States Parties shall ensure to women appropriate services in connection with pregnancy, confinement and the post-natal period, granting free services where necessary, as well as adequate nutrition during pregnancy and lactation. 

5) Nutrition & Growth
CRC Article 24 (2 c, e)
(c) To combat disease and malnutrition, including within the framework of primary health care,
through, inter alia, the application of readily available technology and through the provision of
adequate nutritious foods and clean drinking-water, taking into consideration the dangers and risks of
environmental pollution;
(e) as above (#4)

CRC Article 27 (3)
3. States Parties, in accordance with national conditions and within their means, shall take appropriate
measures to assist parents and others responsible for the child to implement this right and shall in
case of need provide material assistance and support programmes, particularly with regard to
nutrition, clothing and housing.

CEDAW Article 12
2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph I of this article, States Parties shall ensure to women appropriate services in connection with pregnancy, confinement and the post-natal period, granting free services where necessary, as well as adequate nutrition during pregnancy and lactation. 

6) Immunizations
CRC Article 24

CEDAW Article 12
1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in the field of health care in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, access to health care services, including those related to family planning. 

CEDAW Article 14 (re: rural women [and girls])
b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including information, counselling and services in family planning; 

7) Diarrhea
CRC Article 24
as above

8) Coughs and Colds
CRC Article 24
as above

9) Hygiene
CRC Article 24 (2e) (see above)
as above

10) Malaria
CRC Article 24
as above

11) HIV/AIDS
CRC Article 24 & CRC Committee General Comment #3
as above

12) Child Protection
CRC Article 4: States Parties shall undertake all appropriate legislative, administrative, and other measures for the
implementation of the rights recognized in the present Convention. With regard to economic, social
and cultural rights, States Parties shall undertake such measures to the maximum extent of their
available resources and, where needed, within the framework of international co-operation.

CEDAW Article 2 (a-g)
States Parties condemn discrimination against women in all its forms, agree to pursue by all appropriate means and without delay a policy of eliminating discrimination against women [also applies to girls]

CEDAW Article 3
States Parties shall take in all fields, in particular in the political, social, economic and cultural fields, all appropriate measures, including legislation, to en sure the full development and advancement of women , for the purpose of guaranteeing them the exercise and enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms on a basis of equality with men. [also applies to girls]

CRC Article 6: 1. States Parties recognize that every child has the inherent right to life. 2. States Parties shall ensure
to the maximum extent possible the survival and development of the child.

CRC Article 9 (Separation from parents)

CRC Article 11 (Kidnapping)

CRCArticle 19 (Protection from all forms of violence)

CRC Article 20 (Children deprived of family environment)

CRC Article 21 (Adoption)
CEDAW Article 16 (f)

CRC Article 22 (Refugee children)

CRC Article 23 (Children with disabilities)

CRC Article 25 (Review of treatment in care)

CRC Article 32 (Child labour)

CRC Article 33 (Drug abuse)

CRC Article 34 (Sexual exploitation)

CRC Article 35 (Abduction, sale and trafficking)

CEDAW Article 6 
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to suppress all forms of traffic in women and exploitation of prostitution of women.

CRC Article 36 (Other forms of exploitation)

CRC Article 37 (Detention and punishment)

CRC Article 38 (War and armed conflicts)

CEDAW Article 16 (Child marriage)
2. The betrothal and the marriage of a child shall have no legal effect, and all necessary action, including legislation, shall be taken to specify a minimum age for marriage and to make the registration of marriages in an official registry compulsory.

CEDAW Article 9 (nationality of children)
2. States Parties shall grant women equal rights with men with respect to the nationality of their children. 

CEDAW Article 16 
d. The same rights and responsibilities as parents, irrespective of their marital status, in matters relating to their children; in all cases the interests of the children shall be paramount;

13) Injury Prevention
CRC Article 24

14) Emergencies
see articles under Child Protection
 
 OVERALL: Please note that CRC Committee General Comments on the following may also be of interest.:
- #4 on Adolescent Health, 
- #6 on Treatment of unaccompanied and separated children outside their country of origin, 
- #7 on Implementing Child Rights in Early Childhood, 
- #8 on The Right of the Child to protection from corporal punishment and other cruel or degrading forms of punishment, 
- #9 on Children with Disabilities, 
- #10 on Children's rights in juvenile justice, and 
- #11 on Indigenous Children 

 


